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This limestone house is significant for 1its
architecture. Since it was also used as a store during
much of its history, it is important for its contri-
bution to local commerce. Additionally the house is
situated along route 40-A, the National Pike and thus
is assoclated with that early highway.
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This house is located on the east side of Route 40-A at Benevola, north-
west of Boonsboro in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on a
bank above the road and faces west.

The dwelling is a two story, five bay dwelling constructed of roughly
coursed local limestone. A modern addition of frame extends to the rear.
Also added is a high porch along the south end elevation set atop a field-
stone wall. The east slope of the roof has been raised along part of its
length with an extension of stone. A vertical seam in the masonry between
the third and fourth bays from the north end of the house indicatesthat the
structure was built in sections. A date plaque set between the upper story
windows of the second and third bays from the north end is inscribed with
the year 1831. Other evidence in the masonry suggests alteration of some
doors and windows in the front elevation.

Windows have narrow frames, some of which hold Victorian period two over
two pane sashes while others have six over six or nine over six light sashes.
Dormers have been added to the west slope of the roof.

Doors are located in the first and third bays of the ground story at the
front elevation. Both have received modern trim. Evidence in the masonry
suggests that the fourth bay was a door which has been changed to a window.
Above this is a door at the second story level. At the rear elevation doors
are located at the second or ground story level.

The roof is covered with sheet metal and asphalt shingles. Brick chimmneys

are located inside each gable end and at the jointure of the two stone sec-

tions. The eaves are finished with boxing trimmed with a course of molding.

The house is in excellent condition and is located on a tract containing / 07 &sres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This limestone house is significant for its architecture.

Since it was

also used as a store during much of its history, it is important for its

contribution to local commerce.

Additionally the house is situated along

route 40-A, the National Pike and thus is associated with that early high-

way.

Constructed of stone and dating from the first half of the 19th century,

this house is representative of a major architectural group in the Cumber-
land Valley in which native limestone is used as the construction material.
The owners of the house possess an 1842 ledger for the store located in the
building. Earlier in the 20th century a gas station was operated at this
site.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey March 1976
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individuwal property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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